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When China opened its doors to the world 26 years 

ago, there were very few cardiology meetings organ-

ized in China with an international outlook. Shortly 

thereafter, in 1990, the Great Wall International 

Congress of Cardiology (GW-ICC) held its inaugu-

ral meeting. In its first few years, the main focus of 

the GW-ICC was promoting research and education 

within the Chinese cardiology community, and on 

promulgating techniques such as catheter ablation 

of tachyarrhythmias and balloon angioplasty. Even 

from this early stage, the GW-ICC became a great 

social and scientific success. The reason for this 

success was that the GW-ICC offered opportuni-

ties for Chinese cardiologists to make direct contact 

with their US and European colleagues who in turn 

loved to come to China and learn about the issues 

facing cardiologists here.

Since that time, the GW-ICC has been at the fore-

front of the growth in Chinese cardiology research, 

reflecting China’s growing importance in world 

research rankings. For example, in 2014, the ISI 

database shows China to be the third largest source 

of cardiology-related papers, surpassed only by the 

United States in first place and the United King-

dom in second place. In the year 2015 up through 

July, China has moved to second place ahead of 

the United Kingdom. This trend will certainly 

 continue.

It is evident that China now needs its own 

English-language, multi-national journal where 

top-rated articles from around the world can be 

published. Cardiovascular Innovations and Appli-

cations (CVIA), the new, official journal of the GW-

ICC will fill this void. Unique to this journal will 

be the continuation of a scientific exchange of ideas 

between leading Chinese clinicians/researchers and 

clinicians/researchers around the globe.

CVIA will initially publish focused articles of 

original clinical research that explore current and 

novel developments in cardiovascular disease, as 

well as its prevention and rehabilitation. In keeping 

up with its title, CVIA will promote innovations and 

applications for the global betterment of cardiovas-

cular public health. As CVIA develops and matures, 

it is aimed to become a respected and trusted ref-

erence for the cardiology academic community 

around the world.

As the official journal of the GW-ICC, CVIA is 

also being established to further the special mis-

sions of the GW-ICC:

•฀ To assist Chinese cardiologists in the advance-

ments of cardiovascular learning and disease 

management.

•฀ To accelerate the development of cardiology in 

China, while advocating cardiovascular public 

health education and cost effective use of state-

of-the-art cardiovascular technology.

•฀ To serve as a bridge between China and the in-

ternational cardiology academic community.

CVIA will publish the best abstracts, articles and 

proceedings generated by the GW-ICC, as well as 

its programs.

As part of its mandate to help bring interesting 

work and knowledge from around the world to a 

wider audience, CVIA will actively support authors 

through open access publishing and through waiv-

ing author fees for the first two years. Also, publica-

tion support for authors whose first language is not 

English will be offered in areas such as manuscript 
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development, English language editing and artwork 

assistance.

CVIA will be about quality, excellence and 

 innovations in cardiac care and relevant applica-

tions. Journal articles will prepare cardiologist read-

ers to be at the forefront of the medical community 

and proactively ready for any changes in cardiol-

ogy practice in the next decade, since the speed of 

change from 2015 to 2025 may be 10 times faster 

and more extensive than the changes that have 

occurred from 1990 to 2015. CVIA will provide 

the means of sustaining the growth of China-based 

 cardiovascular research into the long-term future.

I hope you will join me, Editor-in-Chief 

C.  Richard Conti, and my eminent colleagues on 

CVIA’s international Editorial Board in contribu-

ting to this strategic initiative to create a world-class 

cardio logy journal geared to promoting the impor-

tant exchange of innovations and applications, as its 

name  signifies.


